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L FO John Hooke F Eſq the late Husband ; 


"To Mrs. Elizabeth Bradſhaw the Mother, 


AND 

Mrs. Elizabeth Lloyd, 

Mrs. Mary Mafon 

Mrs. rm dans Salmon, The Siſters. 
Mrs Elizabeth Bratfhw \ 
FP AND 

Mrs Mary Hooke, the Eldeſt Daughter 

of the lately Deceaſed 


Dorothy Hooke. 


. Ceept, my much Valued Friends, this 
Benoni ! who knows .but it may 
prove 4 Barnabas ? One -of you hath 
told me, It did Jaftice unto the 

Dead. It us poſſible, all of you may ere long 
tell me, It doth Good to the Living. UF 
Miniſters and Private Chriſtians, ſome have 
already told me, that, It hath done Good. 
And, that ſuggeſtion, as it ever goes with me 


A 2 for 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


for the Beſt, #5 tmmdeed my only Preſent, Impri- 
matrur. | 

Is it but a Plain Pr:ce 9 If I know any thing, 
All Sermons ought to be Plain. And, eſpecially, 
Funeral ones. Trimming and Laces are never 
more ili-favourea, than on Mourning-ſuits. Tho' 
we very well know, they are at all times an 
Habit, title pleaſing to the Devout. Neither 
need you to be told, that, notwithſtanding her 
Mind's extraordinary Riches, the Aſcended 
Sarnt could more than ſuffer Plainneſs in ſa- 
cred things; even Mine it ſelf. 
Other Acceptance from you, none 15 deſired 
do but Inftrutt your ſelves, aud Inftil into 
your Relatives the Traths here preſented, and 
my utmoſt Ambition 18 obtatned. So (hall the 
Sermon do you good; and it matters not whe- 
they ever it be otherwiſe ſaid to have been a 
good Sermon. For theſe things ſake,. and not 
for Complement or Mode, are your Names 
here inſcribed. | 

Extravagant was Paracelſus hs Concert, 
that could we eat the Souls and Lives of the 
Creatures whoſe Fleſh we feed on, we ſhould 
never Die ; no, but the older we grew, become 
the more full of Life ; the more ſiricken with 

ears, the more Invulnerable. But very certam 

it is; that did we ſuck in the Spirit and the 

' A Life 
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_ The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Life of the Goſp el-Dottrines with whoſe ſounds 
from the Palois and Lines from the Preſs we 
are ſtill treated ; we fhould find that fo great 
Effe&. Our Weakeſt Faith would never Die ; 
but under all, the moſt awful, Difpenſations of 
Providence, would be ſtrong in the Lord, and 
mn the power of his Might. 

When choiceſt Relations, The Joy of our 
Glory, and the Delire cf our Eyes, ſhould 
be rent from us, a double Portion of their Spirit 
would riſe up in us. Even a5 naturally, and 
therefore 2s conſtantly, as when a Lamb 15 cut 
off, the Soul retires unto t#? reliEt Parts , to 
the Comfort of them Grievea, :o the Strength of 
them Weakned. Then ſhoui.1 we, both, wi.;le we 
had them, Rejoyce as tho' we Rejoyced not; 
ana, when we loji theia, Weep as tho' we 
Wept not. 

Able we ſhonld be, as ihe 1.:re Primitive 
Chriſtians, A&t.2 1. to bring together thoſe com- 
monly very diſt «1 Ajfettions to. wit, very- 
weeping, and h.:rtv-iaying, The Will of 
the Lora be dv! Able, to Wail with both 
Eyes, without Graſhin, one of our Teeth and 
fo be neither Unnatural to onr Brethren, nor 
Hnſubmiſ]roe to our God, But, 

My Excellent Friends, « 
How little more thau to Will this, is attained 
A 3 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


by beft Viators * Holy Jacob's, refuſe to be 
Gomforted for loſt Joſeph's, IT will go down _ py 
into the grave unto my Son, mourning, 7/5 gw 
the conmgn Langnage of Sorrow overlaſhing. "Ju j 
Very David's, upon the loſs of an Abſolom, 
a baſe Viper, do moſt wretchedly break the good 
ehaviour! My Son, my Son, my Son, O 
iy Son ! words, moſt like a Pagan Rercules 
1s Rurſus Hylan 8 rurſus Hylan ; but how 
unbecoming an Iiraelite's Threne > Oft have 1 
thought , that Fath:r Abraham's grief for his 
dead Sarah, needed better proof of 1ts Modera- 
tion, than Buxtorf's note, that the Hebrew 
word expreſſing it, hath one Letter in i leſs | 
than 1s orarnary. 

And, alas on the other hand, tho' Chriſtia- 
nity be in truth a perfe&t Ingenuity, and the | 
Sea hath leſs Water than Religion hath Com- 
paſſion; aud, 1t's as true as old. a word, 'Aya- 
Tor apitzoves avi pec, Saints do eaſily melt : 
Yet, not unfrequently, are they very unlike 
themſelves. Full often do they appear to De- | 
ſpiſe a Chaſtning ; wh:ch 7s as little Prons as 
very Le:pothumy and Fainting. I &now not how 
truly Naturalifts ſay of Doves, that, Amorous 
25 they are, leſs Natural Aﬀettion they bear to 
their Young than any Fowls ; not taking on at all 


when they ave taken away from them. But, I wiſh | 
A = I knew 
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I knew leſs than I ao, of Sp:riiu! Dove's fans- 
tineſs. And had not fo oftew known them 10 
blut and foul their Faces with ary Eyes. 
IWhereby I am made always more to fear, that 
the beſt Plants will not be encagh I atred, than 
that they will ve Drowned. 

This 1s not ſaid, wor will 14 be by 1 YOW COKET 
a tho" I feared, you ard y9t duly Feel Jour pre- 
fent Loſs ;, or did not truly geve your Confent, 
that the Abfolute Lord of both, fhould take the 
71ch Ornament of your Families to jet in the 
Heavenly oxe. Happy zou are, if a5 good, and 
as laudable as 1 think yon, in your Behovienr x 
and as thoſe of you, with whow I bave conver- 
fed fince this Breach, do appear. But, ths 7 
jperk, becatife 1 feet my ſei; to need remem- 
braiice of 3 what 1s | /poken . and 1 do n9t Mak, 
it uſelefs for Viaintaining te beſt Temper 1t 
finds 1n Yoa, or for Promoting, t. 

And'on the fame grenmas, ojficioully, Iherome 
our Monitor touching the five relick apples of 
our glorified Frjzend's Eye. For whom, if for 
any, the 1s now in Glory, concerned. If by holy 
Angels Communication, or otherwiſe, ſhe hath 
notice of your Prayers and Pams for thoſe 
[2 10es, he will fo FRF tt 28 jor will cefily 
think, However, ber God aud jours, ( @ great 
7 over of Giiidren, 3nd a pecal 17 Love of the 
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Children of ſuch Mothers) will not ſlenderly re- 
ward ſuch Miniflrations. My Soul s follicitude 
for thoſe dear Pieces and Piftares of Her, 
would not let me ſay leſs; and my Confidence of - 
your full Progenſion, forbids ie to ſay more. 
Unlefs it be meet that I add + I do not more call 
on you than on my ſeif, im the former or thts 
t:/i Paragraph. 

Ye ſhall tell my Father all my glory mn 
Egypt, fazd Joleph. Gould we be told our 
Friends g/ory in Heaven, or but the one half of 
it, we ſhould, ai!, ſay as I homas, Come let 
us go that we may dye alſo.” O may that 
Syirit in whon: I truſt we walk,, make us now 
and always io Exalt the name of our God in all. 
proper Attributes ; to ſet our hearts on the 
exerciſe of all ſuttable Graces; and to ſpend 
our remaining days in performing all ſeaſonable 
Duties ! So ſhall our Death be as Gaintul as 
hers, and as Seaſonable as Infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs can make it. I am not the leaſt 
ſharer in your Loſs, or im your juſtly great Re- 
ſentment thereof, and am ſo much the more, 
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Your Inceflanr Remembrancer 
Brid2es-ſtreet, near to the Moſt High, 


* Covent-Garden, 


Devennds $$ EE) mo Burgeſs. 


A Sermon Occaſioned by the Deceaſe 
of Mrs. Dorothy Hooke, Late 
IVife of John Hooke E[. are. 


On Jolhua 1. 2 
My Servant is Dead. 


"*"* Heſe words are the Lord's. They 
were ſpoken concerning no leſs a 
Servant than Moſes, of old ; and 
they are ſpoken concerning a very 


Excellent One, this day. 
They are a very few Syllables. But eno), 
I hope, to draw forth many Tears. A 
Draught, which, as I ſay, I Hope, and not 
Fear. Becauſe, ſure I am, 1t 1s Nature, Rea- 
ſon, and Grace, to reſent ſuch a Loſs ; the 
Familie's, the Churche's, the World's L ofs. 
For when a Saint dies, the Family loſeth a 
Stay, the Church a Star, the World a 
Pillar. 

Nature ſet the Egyptian Marbles weep- 
ing, when holy Jacob was took to Heaven. 
And made the Floor of 4tad to bear the 


Name 


OY 

name of Abel M:itſraim, the Mourning of the 
Egyptians. That bleſſed Patriarch is alſo 
{aid to have raiſed a Pillar of his Grief, or 
his Rachel's grave. Yea the Sepulchre of 
Rebecca's Nurſe was called Allon Bachnth,tiie 
Oak of Weeping. Ijrael Lamented for the 
Death of Myſes thirty days. Nor ſurely did 
the Goſpel, make hearts more like Pumicz 
and Marble. No, in Goſpel days, men of 
greateſt Devotion carried Stephen to His 
burial with great Lamentation. Yea, 1n a 
word; wien Lazarus died, Holineſs it ſeit 
laid it to heart ; the Lord our Rightecul- 
nels ſhed learsz Teſus wept. 

A Saint, 1 neither Feather, nor Flint ; not 
fo Light as to be moved with every 
thing; not ſo Senfleſs as to be moved at 
nothing. When God ſtrikes, he Feels 1t ; 
and Grace as little allows him to Deſpiſe, 
as to Faint under it ; to Hope without: Sor- 
row, 2s to ſorrow without Hope. We may 
never be Diſcontented, at what God does ; 
but we rauſt oft be Diſtrefled, for what he 
does. Landably was David Diſtreſſed for 
his dead Forathan ; tho' finfully it was that 
the Diſciples were diſcontentedly Troubled 
for their departing Feſus ! Wherefore, wel- 

- come all the Sorrow of Countenance, that 
may 
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may make better our Hearts! EFut from di- 
ftractive Exceſs, which was not lawful at 
Chriſt s death, (and never can be Lawful 
therefore at any one, - the Lord d-liver us! 
he Lord, in whoſe words now preſented, 
we have to obſerve, 

1. lhe Rc:lation, Servart. 

2. 1 he acknowledgment, Mzze. 

3. TheC ondition, Dead. 

It is Angel's higheſt Place. to bs God's 
Servants ; and ſhould there be Creatures as 
much excelling them, as they do excel 
Vorms, they could be ſet no higher. Yet 

no Repenerated Soul 1s put lower ; gvery 
Saint 1s God's Servant. Whom to ſerve ts to 
Reign, faith St. Aufimm. Glory,1s 1aid to be 
Excellence in it's bright Appearance. God's 
Servants are Jewels; and He 1s not Aſham- 
ed to own them. He ſhews them to the 
World, openly Acknowledges them. Te- 
{tihes of each of them, and ſays, He is 
mine. Such Honour have all his Saints, 
his Servants all, Quick and Dead. 

Death, indeed, is the- Utmoſt of things 
Terrible. A very Deſtruction of our Na- 
tural-Being; a diſſolution of the moſt 1n- 
timate and dear Union between Soul and 
Body. Belides 3 (what is incomparably 

worſe ; ) 
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worſe ; ) it muſt be conſidered that Death, 

15 a moſt ſenſible mark of Divine Wrath. 

A Summons of a poor Mortal to his Jud- 

goes Tribunal. And yet, the Saints that 

are Related to God as nearly as Angels, 
and ere as openly Acknowledged by him, 
muſt Die. - As others, they muſt die cer- 

tainly, tho they cannot die as others, mi- 

ſerably. The Text ſaith plainly enough, 

The Servant, The Acknowledged Servant 

of God, is Dead. It tells us, He is dead 

Certainly ; 1t tells us not, thathe 1s dead 

Miſerably. 

So that, if we have the skill to gather 
and feed on 1t, here 1s really, on every 
particular of the Text, Fruit good for Soul- 
food, pleaſant to the Fyes, and tobe deſired 
to make one Wiſe ; Wile for both Worlds, 
and wiſe for our arduous Paſſage out of 
this into the next. I ſuppoſe none will 
think otherwiſe of theſe Truths. 

Doct. 1. Gog) hath Servants, even out of 
Adam's Rebel Race. Moſes, was of A- 
dam's Blood. 

Dot. 2. God openly Acknowledges his Ser- 
vants, The Moſes that He Makes a 
Servant, he Calls Hy Servant. | 

GET ONE ION Dot. 


EF 3 


Do. 2. God s Servants have not any privi- 
ledge from Death. Tho' they have ad- 
mſfeble Priviledges in it, they have 


none from it ; Moſes, 1s Dead, as {ure 
as Pharaoh. 


Of each of theſe, you ſhall have the 
broken thoughts of a Heart more thana 
little ſo. He that hath Ears to hear, let 
him hear, this firſt. 

1. God hath Servants out of Adam's Re- 
bel Race. 

News, not more Joyful than Wonder- 
ful. We ſhall ſtay our ſelves and wonder 
at it, 1f we do not fearfully forget the Rock 
whence we are hewn, and Pit whence we 
are digg'd. Making Servants of Men, is 
no leſs marvellous than making Servants 
of Devils would have been. For, were 
they wilful Ranagates from God? ſo were 
we. Were they curſed Ex:les, and ba- 
niſhed by him ? ſo were we. That many 
of our Nature ſhould be taken into his 
Service again, and not one of theirs, is a 
way of diſtinguiſhing Grace, whoſe reaton 
1s paſt finding out. All of our Nature, 
the whole Humane Nation, ſhould conti- 
der, this is our Pedigree : we were firſt 
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Ha, 
Nothing ; then, Duſt ; then formed Bodzes ; 
then Living Souls therein; then Holy and 
Blefjed, iliuttrious Repreſentatives of God's 
Purity and Felicity ; then Favourites and 
Eenfederates with our Creator, condeſcen- 
dinz tv enter into a Covenant of Friend- 


ſhip with us; then, after all, Demonrzacks, 


breaking all bonds of Nature, of Benefits 
beſtown onus, and of Covenant made by 
us 3 and then molt Corrupt 1n our Selves, 
moit Odzors to God, moſt ſeverely Cor- 
Gemn'd by his Law, moſt miſerably Deli- 
vered up unto Satan, his and our Enemy, 
mott wretchedly Enflaved to Sin and be- 
witched with it; and ſubjected to the 
hrſt and ſecond Death, to the Grave and 
Hell. Now, of Us, doth God raiſe up a 
Seed to ferve Inm > Who can but ask, 
How can this be? O wv hy 1s not this Earth a 
meer Hell > How comes it to paſs, that as 
all born of Women are Concezved and Born, 
{o they do not Live and Dre Sin's Slaves 
and Satans Servants? Come, take you what 
follows of the Canſe, the Nature, and the 
Gertarnty of a Servant of God taken out 
of Adam's Race. 

i. Three Cauſes there are, without which 
&o Child of Faln Man could have ever becu 


made, 


8 oy 
i Ul 10H 
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made, anew, a Servant of God. Thele S0- 
cial Cauſes, are, 

<1.) The Father's Ele&tion. His Prede- 
Rtination of ſome unto this wondrous A- 
aoptionz his choice of them hereto, be- 
fore the foundation of the World, Eph. x. 
2, 4, 5- His Ordaining them unto Lite, 
to the ſecond Lite and Happineſs of Peace 
with him, Holineſs toward him, Hope 
trom him, Eternal Glory with him, A&s 
12. 48. True; this ftupendious Election 
it felf derives from Grace; Grace that 
ſheweth mercy, becauſe 1t will ſhew it. 
But all the {lrange Bleſſing I ſpeak of flows 
from Ele&tion ; and the Ele& obtam it 
rherefore, becauſe they are Elected 

(2.) The Son's Redemption. God, that 
can do all things, becauſe his Power 1s In- 
finite z can do nothing but as becomes him, 
becanſe his Wiſdom and Holineſs are as 
immentle as his Power 1s. It may not;there- 
tore be thought poſſible, that the Father's 
Election, could have been ifſued without 
the Son's Redemption. Or, that without 
finding any Ranſom, he might have delt- 
vered dinners from going down to thePirt ; 
and adyanced them to ſerve at his Altar. 
©2ns Apoſtle gives this reaſon, why every 

one 
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one is not condemn'd to the lake of fire and 
brimſtone; It 1s Chriſt that died for us, 
Roſe for us, Aſcended for us, Intercedes for 
us, om. 8. 34. And it you ask another, 
how it is that we are Reconciled and 
Brought into God's ſervice again ? He tells 
you, We were redeemed with the precious 
blood of Chrijt; who ſuffered for our Stns, 
that be nitght bring us unto God. 1 Pet. 1. 
18, 19. ;dc. 18. v. It is this Redemption 
that made poſſible cur Reſtoration ; as allo 
certainly Future. 

(3.) The Glorious Sperit's We ner ans 
315 Mighty Change wrought in the Mind, 
Conſcience, Memorrv, Will, Afﬀections, 
Imagination, and very Body. Without 
which, our Saviour tells us flatly, Vo 
Man can fee the Kingdom of God, Joh. 3.5. 
No Elec Man, no Redeemed Man can be 
a Subject of God's Kingdom, and a Ser- 
vant of his Houſe. No, but muſt and 
will abide of Satan's contrary Kingdom 
and Family; v. 6. What us born of the Fleſh, 
#5 (and will be) Fleſh, till it be new Bory 
of the Spirit. Inſomuch, that the Father's 
Election, and Son's Redemption, were loſt, 
without this ſaid Spirits Renovation, and 
new Creation. And thereforeit 1s;that every 
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man Bornin-Sin, hold not on 1n it, . ma* 
king a trade of it ; becauſe fome are Born 
of God- and have Sb Yeed remarnmg in them, 
1 Joh. 3.9. ': his Regeneration is the work- 
ing caule ; that makes real and actual Ser- 
vants ; the foreſaid Redemption 1s the me- 
ritorious cauſe, that procures; the fore- 
ſaid Election, the original ordaining caule, 
of the aſtoniſhing Advancement of finful 
Abjects. Glory be to God im the Higheſt, 
upon every remembrance of them ! 

2, 7hree Eſſentials there are of a Servant, 
without which, no Man 1 a Servant W God. 
Theſe are, 

8% achwolthemen of bi T:tle to Antho- 
rity and Rale over us He is a Slave, and 
no Servant, who ſerves one that hath no 
Intereſt in him. And an Ulſurper he- 15, 
not a Mafter, that requires Service where 
he hath not Intereſt, Now, Intereſt none 
can be, without one of the Titles, where- 
of God hath all unto us. A Title by Na- 
ture ; by which Parents have a Propriety 
in their Children, and a Title to the com- 
mand over- them. * God is- the Father of 
onr Spirits, and Foriner of our Bodies, Heb: 


12, 9. Pfal. 139. 15. A Title by Benefits 
aone ; - by which. Redeemers have a Pro- 


B priety 
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Priety in the Vaſials they Redeem, and a 
"Title to the Rule over xy God- 1s our 
dear Redeemer with price ineſtimable, i Pet. 
1.19. A Title by Contratt made ; by which 
all that make promiſes of reward with de- 
mands of Service, have a Propriety in 
iuch- as accepting thoſe promiſes of. Re- 
ward, do makeback Promiſes of demanded 
Service ; and have a moſt unqueſtionable 
Title to the command of them. God hath 
alway been pleaſed: to take this way of 
CantraG ; -to his Church it is his Lan- 
guage; I entered into CGovenaut with thee, 
and thou becameſt mine, Ezek. 10. $. Yea, 
Exod. 2O. 2. 

He excites to, Obedience upon each 
of theſe Titles. . I-am the Lord; there's the 
tundamental- Title by Nature: 1 brought 
thee. out of E gypt ; there's the additional 
Title by Benefits. 1 am thy God, that is 
the God with whom thou. haſt Cove- 
nanted ; there is the compleating Title by 
Contract. He, that knows: not. theſe Ti- 
tles, knows not God's Intereſt in him; and 
he that denies them, denies it. Saying 
confiructively, Who # the Lord that I ſhould 
ſerve him?> As the Holy- Ghoſt ſpeaks, 
fuch a Man is not ſubject to the Law. of God, 
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neither: indeed can he be.. But as long as 
he abides under his darknels, and conceits 
God to be an iſurper, he is a biack Rebel 
and Blaſphemer. But to a true Servant is 
alſo requiſite, 

(2; Conſent to Authority founded on theſe 
great Titles. Devils are God's Priſoners,not 
his Servants; yet.-who knoweth more than 
they, God's Titles unto his Creatures ? and 
his Right tocommand over them, that riſes 
from thoſe Titles 2 This is the orand diffe- 
rence betwixt ſuch as are good Subjects and 
Servants, and fuch asare Rebels and Slaves; 
theſe latter,do not will that- God ſhould be 
their King. Tho' their thougint be that he 
1s lo, their will 1s not that he ſhould be to. 
It 15:0 them a grief of heart, that they can- 
not diveſt him of his right. The former, 
do think God to be their Lord, and like to 
have him ſo. Have an holy Pride, and Glo- 
ry 18 nothing but their Lord. Ambitious 
of no other honour, than the favour to re- 
cetve his Commands, and the Grace to keep 
them. Hence 1s thew diſtinctive name, 4 
Willing People ; one made up of willingoet- 
ſes, Pſa. 110. 3. In ſhort; what think 
Kings of the Subjects that would depole 
them if they had Power in their hands ? 

B 2 And 
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And Maſters of Servants, that hate them 2 


Do not both avenge as ſoon as know' the 
inward melevolence? It's a fad Servant of 
the All-Knowing God, who obeys nor the 
very firſt Commancment; the principal 
import Whereof ſeems this: Thou ſhalt 
Linderſtandingly Conſent to God's being 
God ; and the only Lord and Maſter of thy 
1 houghts and Ways. Thou ſhalt own him 
to be thy Soveraign, and Love and Like to 
have hifn thy Law-giver, Ruler,and Judge; 
as well as Benefacior, and Saviour. There 
15 required to a Servant of God, allo, 
(3.) Conformitity to his Government, which 
is the exerciſe of his Autherity.\What is ſpoken 
by the Apoſtle,is the ſenſe of all the World; 


his Sprvants ye are to whom you Obey, Rom. 6. 


I6, None need to be taught, how worth- 
leſs all acknowledgment "of Title 1s, and 
how counterfeit all Conſent to Authority, 
without {incere Obedience unto Com- 
mands. The Ph:lofopher wittily compares a 
Servant toa Body, and a Maſter to a Soul, 
acting, and employing 1t. Adding, that he 
only is a Servant, who lives according to 
the Will of 1s Maſter z not according to 
his own, or any other man's Pleaſure. In- 


: olerable 1s the Impudence of claiming a 
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be God's Servants, without ſuitable attend- 
ance to his Doftrimes, reliance on his Pro- 
mziſes, trembling at his Threats, practice of 
his Precepts, ſubrmiſtion to his Providences. 
Becauſe the Cheat 1s tranſparent ; the De- 
ceitful heart deceives none, but it ſelf ; and 
no Decetver can reply to that of our Savi- 
our, Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do noi 
the things that I command*® 1,e. The things 1 
command for your entrance into my Ser- 
vice; for your Continuance in it, and for 
your Proficience. Go, offer ſuch ſervice to 
men ! fee if they will Accept and Endure 
it. But this know, It z5 he that hath Chriſts 
Commanaments, and keepeth them, that either 
Loveth, or ({conſequentiy) Serveth him ; 
Zoh. 14. 21. Now, as to Certainty, be 1t 
ſaid 5 | 


- 


2. There are many invincible Proofs, that 
God taketh of rebelllous Mankind, and 
maketh them Servants unto his Majeſty. Wild 
Atheiſts, Cwho were denied the name of 
Men by heathen Moraliſts,) are the only 
Gainfayers. Wild indeed, and unworthy 
of an operous Confutation. Nevertheleſs, 
our next Poſition will ſufictently demon- 
ſtrate this Truth againſt them. May our 
Souls Magnihe the Lord, and our Spirits te- 

; jozee 
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Joyce in God cur Saviour, while we attend 
nereto. 
God Acknowledgeth the Servants whom 
he taketh and owneth them, "Quick and 
Dead. | 
__ Almoſt d:1ly Obſervation certiheth me, 
that this Sun needs a Candle to be lighted 
init. This Truth fo plain, needeth to be 
1:2Ge more plain, Not a few do 1magine, 
that 1t 1s not 1n this life made to appear, 
whole Servants they are. That, own they 
God before menever {fo much, yet doth he 
not own them, nor will he, till he hath 
them in the next World. As tho” Jeſus 
Chriſt's Prayer for his Servants, that this Wl 
World might be made to know thit Ged loved wh! 
them, as be loved himſelf, were a loſt one. Woll 
And, as tho' God w ould fail to do a thing 
io neceflary for his Honour,. and for his Ser- 
vants Peace, Hope, and Joy on this Earth : 
io neceſſary as is his open Declaration,who 
are his accepted Servants, and who are not 
ſo. Let theſe three Aſſertions be kept as 
the Apple of your eyes. Feſides the inter- 
nal ieftimony of his Holy Spirit, and the 
Privy-Seal thereof, given unto them. 

1. God Teſtifieth publickly in hu Written 
Wora, Law, Coucuant, and Teſtament, who 

are 
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are his Servants and who arenot. And that fo, 
as that he who Runs may Kead.whetherHe 
be God's Servant or nv; and whether ſuch 
as he'Converlſeth with, 'be ſo or not;for the 
moſt part- For, doth he not ſtill together 
Teſtifie his: Will wth us, -and from-us, his 
Will #-th us, either to accept or to abhor 
us, with his Will . from «s to have us Be- 
lieve and Obey him? And, 1s the Heaven 
more full of Stars, than his Bible is of di- 
ſtin&tive Marks, between: ſuch as areHis 
Servants, and ſuch as are Servants of the 
contrary intereſt of Fleſh, World, and 
Devil £ Doubteth any man, but it 1s from 
abominable Idleneſs, that there is among 
us ſo much Self-ignorance 2 And that men 
would foon come to know their Eſtate, 
would they heedtully look into their 
Hearts and into their: Lives; and then go 
mark what God Teſtiheth concerning per- 
ſons of their Temper and of their Conver- 
ſation. Gomark, I ſay, what God in his 
Word Teſtifteth concerning them. Whe- 
ther, that they be Bl2fſed or be Curſed; 
Good and Faithful Servants, or Wicked and 
Slothful ones. Our Saviour faith of other 
men, with reſpe& to God's Teſtimony in 
his Word 3 By their Fruits we ſhall know 

B 4 them. 
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them, What ? and may we not ſo much as 
know our ſelves thereby ? Should God fend 
an Angel, or by a Voice call to any parti- 
cular perſon and. tell him, John, /homas, 
Peter, Thy Sims are Forerven, thou art a be- 
loved Servant, or Son in whom I am well 
pleaſed : I could not eſteem 1t a more ho- 
nourable, or comfortable, or convincing 
Teſtimony, than he giveth unto all his 5er- 
vants 1n theſe and like Texts, Prov. 28. 13. 
He that covereth his Sins ſhall not proſper 3 
that 1s, ſhall periſh in exile from God. But 
whoſo Confefleth and Forſaketh them ſhall 
have Mercy ; that 1s, ſhall Proſper in God's 
holy Service. i Joh. 5. 12. He that hath the 
Yon of God, hath Life ; he that hath not the 
Yon of God hath not Life : that 1s, He that 
receives Chriſt Jeſus as offered in the Gol- 
pel ; as Propnet, Prieſt, King, and Pattern) 
Learning MisLefſons, Truſting in his Merits, 
Obeying his Commands. Following his Ex- 
ample; he 15a living Child and Servant of 
God. Hs: that doth not ſo, 1s a wretched 
ſtranger from God and Enemy unto him, 
and 1s Dead in fins and treſpaſſes, 1 Joh 3. 
7, 8. He that doth righteouſneſs 1s righteous, 
even, as he 1s righteous : He that committeth 
Sn 1s of the Devil: that 1s, He that in a 

conſtant 
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conſtant courſe walks accordins to the 
Goſpel-rules of Chriſt, and makes Chriſt 
the Pattern of his Practice, as well as the 
Obje&t of his Truſt, that man is God's 
righteous Servant. But he that, from a 
reigning habit of {in in his Heart, makes a 
trade of it in his Life ; he 1s like the Devil 
as a Child 1s like his Father ; he 1s, as the 
Devil 1s, under the Dominion and Damna- 
tion of Sin, I will tranſcribeno more Texts, 

g0 ſee your Bibles. Theſe, I ſay, and all 
like ones, are God's open Proclamations 
and Acknowledgments of his Servants to 
be his. In theſe, He giveth us his own Te- 
ſ{timony, and direQeth our Conſciences te- 
{timony concerning our State and Relation 
unto him. 

2. God Teſtifieth publickly by his Miniſters 
and ſtated Officers and Repreſentatives, who 
are his Servants and who are not. He giveth 
to his true 'Miniſters his Holy Spirit, a 
Diſcerning Spirit. And he maketh 1t no 
ſmall part of their work to Diſtinguiſh 
and feparate between the Prec:ous and the 
Vile; for the Honour and Joy of Saints, 
and for the Shame and Humiliation of 
Sinners. His Church is a Colledge of his 
Servants; the Keys hereof he puts into his 
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Miniſters hands, by the rule of his Word 
to Open and let in his Servants, and to 
Shut and Keep out his Enemies who would 
not” that he ſhould Reign over them. So 
declaring by them, juſt as 1t were by his 
own hand, who are his SCrvants, and who 
not, Mat. 16.19. His Church is a Body of 
true SubjeXts, bleſſed with Communion 
with in and with each other,” and with 
the Forgiveneſs of their Sins. A Body 
wherein too many falſe pretenders are 
ever intruding themſelves. His Miniſters 
he therefore Qualifies and Authorizes, by 
the rule of his Word, to Remzt /zns and to 
Retain them. To wit, Declaratively and 
D:ſpenſatively. He commands them to de- 
clare, and Pronounce in his name, Penitent 
Believers to be Clean ; and Impenitent Un- 
believers to be Unclean and Lepers. And ac- 
cordingly, to diſpenſe the Seals of his bleſ- 
ſed Covenant to the former, and deny 
them to the latter. Even as by his own 
Mouth and Hand,thus teſtifying all abroad, 
that the latter are Satan's Vailals, and the 
former named are his own Children and 
Servants. O that Proteſtants Ignorance were 
not groſs as Pap!ſts Error, about that great 
Text, Joh. 20.2 ;. Thz Lord remit and re- 

move 
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move Miniſters Silence, and Peoples Igno 
rance ! Certain it is, that a competent un 
derſtanding of the buſineſs of the Goſpel- 
Miniſtry, would make unqueſtionable the 
do:trine that I am now upon. And would 
render it incomparably more mighty than 
we fnd it, unto its bleſſed Ends and Ufes. 
But---11 a word; He that hath given his 
Churches their Angels to Comiort them, 
Ambaſſadours from him to Bleſs them in 
his name; and to Proclaim his Wrath and 
(Curſe againſt all, that receive not Chriſt 
the Lord and walk in him; heisnot a 
Maſter -that leaves it hard to know who 
are his Servants. | 

3. God Publickly Teſitifieth by his Works by 
them, and by his Works for them, who are his 
Servants, aud who are not.' Be it obſerved; 
God's Servants are-new Created, and San- 
Gifed for good Works;and very great ones. 
Great eno' to Diſtinguiſh them from the 
unhallowed Herds of the World. Thro' 
Chriſt ſtrengthning them;they, accordingly, 
can do, and do do,what no others door can. 
Things ſo great, ſo openly and vilibly they 
do; or rather, the Grace ct God by them 
doth ; that their Neighbours, and Enemies 


themſelves are Convinced that God zs an 
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E803 : 
them, and they in him, of a truth. That they 
can De no other than Servants of the Living 
God. As our Saviour ſpake, ſo may every 
of his true Servants in their meaſure fay ; 
The Works that I do, bear witneſs of me. In 
gencral; their Converſation (the Infirmities 
of their preſent ſtate allowed tor) is corre- 
{pondent to the Will of God, 1s Holy, and 
Harmleſs. Very Innocent, and, waerein 
otherwiſe, very Penitent. And, this their 
Life, 1s their Livery ; whereby God gives 
all men to know that they are his Servants. 
Particularly, 1f it be ask'd, What do they 
more than others? Hear, of many, theſe 
particulars. Vitibly, they do Depend wholly 
on the Son of God for luſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs, and on the Holy Ghoſt for their 
Sandifying one! And this unmoveably, 
notwithſtanding all the cruel Mockings 
that follow them for it. 

They do Viſtibly Love God's Intereſt, 
and ſezk it above their Carnal Interefts. 
Their Practice being to chuſe Affliction ra- 
ther than Sin. And rejoyce 1n it, as oft as 1t 
appears to Mortife Sin, and bring glory to 
God. They do viſibly Humble themſelves, 
not judging themielves worthy of the leaſt 
of God's Mercies; not Hunting for men's 

applauſes, 
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applauſes, but confeſſing to Cod and men 
their Nothingnels. 

They do Leave all Vengeance unto God ; 
not Doing willingly, or Wiſhing Evil, to 
the worſt of their Enemies. Ko, but Feed- 
ing them when kKungry, Cloathing them 
if Naked, Praying for them $ ren 16 
They do wzth // zolence, Zealouſly, Oppoſe Sn 
in themſelves and others. They are ſeen to 
be Chill, and leſs Eager, in cares and endea- 
vours to ſtave off Diſgrace and Poverty. 
Others, do but Do good Works; theſe, their 
Families and their Neighbours ſee to be 
Zealous of good Works. 'T hey do vitibly Hold 
their Converſation, and Keep their Hearts in 
Heaven, where their Maſter and their 1] rea- 
{ure 1s. All men ſee it, by their often Speak- 
ing thereof, and Delizhting to Hear there- 
of, by their Family-ſervice daily added to 
Cloſet-ſervice; and their chearful adding 
of Publick Worſhipunto Family, when they 
have opportunity. In ſhort ; If men were not 
of God, could they do theſe things © He that 
Loveth nst God and 15 not Loved of hm, doth 
them not. Wherefore, he 1n whom God hath 
wrought theſe and ſuch hike works,he muſt 
not ſay that God hath not called him HIS 
Servant. That he hath not Teſtthed to the 


World, 
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World, his bleſſed Relation unt0him. 
Moreover, be 1t remembred. Cne Name 
of our Heavenly Maſter, 1s, Fe that Hear- 
eth Prayer ; that 1s, Granteth it. Now, Sin- 
ners Prayers he doth not hear and grant. 
V/ hoſe then Heareth he, but his Servants ? 
Ard, if fo; 1t he grants all their Prayers in 
kind, or 1n things equivalent; and if he 
grants no other men's, but abhorreth their 
Sacritices ; he hath ſurely taken an effettual 
courſe, to waie Known 1n the Earth who 
are his Favourites. He that is a Zacob and 
and Iſrael, a Wreſtler with God. "and Pre: 
vailer ; he that fingeth the Song of David 
every day of the week, [1 Love the Lord be- 
cauſe he hath heard the voice of my Supplica- 
t10n 57] one would think ſhould be eafily 
concluded to be a Servant of his. To con- 
clude; it GoJ had not openly Acknow- 
iedged his poor Servants in their Militant 
ſtate, how could they have had that Sprrit 
of Glory that reſts on them in the World? 
A Glory, that the Rebels of the World are 
Awed with, and made afraid to fin before 
their faces? A Glory, that makes Sinners 
to wonder at them; ſome Hating them for 
its Purity, others Envying them for its 
Fe/rcity not a few Loving and Praiſing 
them 
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them for the Benzgnzty of it ; but Multicudes 
Raging and Reviling and Slandring them, 
for the Gontrarzety of it to their Fancies. Luſts 
and Paſſhons. Without all peradvanture, 
whether 1t be regarded or no; He that. of 
old called Moſes his Servant, and Abraham 
his Friend, he ſtill as plainly teſtifieth of all 
ſincere ones, that chey are his Friends and 
his Servants. 

But confider we nextly with reverence 
and complacence, what calleth us to Rejoyce 
with Trembling ! 

2. Gods Servants, the moſt honowur bly ac- 
knowledged of them, are not excuſed fron? 
Dying. 

. No Truth Jeſs needeth Proof. Old and 
Neu-Teſtament Scriptures mention none, 
but what have died, or at leaſt been tran- 
ſlated. And for all Apes fince, may we not 
ſay ; that, as1t was a good Servant of God 
that of all mankind died the firſt ; fo, of all 
the dwellers on Farth ever fince him, fuch 
have made moſt haſt. There are Excep- 
tions ; but generally, 


Immoadzcis brevis eſt etas, EP rara ſenectus. 
Enoch's do not grow old;1;mothy's die young. 
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But what tie Death is that God's own 
Servants do die, 1s a Queſtion that very 
well deſerves our Confideration. Why it is, 
that he exempts them not from Death, 1 

.., have elſewhere faid, and wall 

In Dr. Roll s 
Funer.il Ser- NOt here repeat. But of the Death 
mn on Dan. Which they do all die, 1 will give 
as a convenient account ; when 
you ſhall have but firſt obſerved the 
Apoſtle's very memorable, and pregnant, 
and appolite paſſage, Rom. 8. 10. If Chriſt 
be 1n you, the Body 1s dead, becauſe of Sin 3 
but the Sp:rit 1s | ife, becauſe of Righteouſneſs. 
A notable ſuppoſition; sf Chriſt be 1m you, if 
you be juttified and adopted Children and 
Servants of God. Yet the Concluſion is,the 
Body zs5 acad ; you muſt die as ſure as any 
other men. And the Reaſon 1s not to ſeek ; 
Becauſe of Sin, q. d. Death cannot be a- 
voided, where Sin, its deſerving cauſe, has 
entred ; ſo do fome take 1t. Or, as others 
carry it, it's Death that muſt be the Death 
of Sin in you : Sin entered when Soul and 
Eody came together; and, that it may be 
expelled, Soul and Body muſt be taken a- 
part. Then follows a remarkable reſtri&tion, 
or very Correction ; but the Spirit 1s Life ; 
that is; yet, tho you thus die, 1n this very 
death 
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death you Live. To wit, by means of che 
Spirit. The Divine Spirit, ſay ſome, who 
w1ll one day raiſe to life your dead Bodies, 
The humane renewed gracious Spirit ſay 
others ; which liveth it ſelf, and hath the 
promiſe of a glorious life and an Eternal 
one, made unto its ſelf, and to its Body al- 
ſo. Whereof is ſubjoyned a valuable Rea- 
ſon ; Becan/e of Righteouſneſs. That 1s, ſay 
ſome, becauſe of rhe Meritory Righteout- 
neſs of Chriſt, which purchaſeth chis Life 
in death it ſelf. Or, as others ; becauſe of 
that Inherenc Righteouſneſs 1n you, which 
God honours too much, and loves too weil, 
to let a Total or a Final Death ſwallow up 
a Poſleſlor of it. Now, in ſhort, for the 
General : 

A death there is that the beſt men die, 
all agree. That it 1s an Evzl, and Privation 
of good, none can deny. That 1t 15 a Penal 
Emil, and a Puniſhment for Sin, (tho'1t be 
not the Legal Puniſhment of Sin, IL do not 
deny, or doubt. But I muſt have teave, in 
Scripture-Phrate, to iay ; it i5 an Evil with 
the Stzng taken out ; and which that Phraſe 
1mporteth, Hozey put to it, \t 18a Death, 
of which Satan hath not the Pewer ;, not the 
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Righteous hath hope in his Death: nor the 
Powe to Deſtroy in it z for God hath en- 
gaged, rt ſhall work for good. And the 
Apoſtle inſerts this Death into the Inven- 
rory of a true Chriſtian's Goods, 1 Cor. 3. 
in ſhort, Lampreys, when the ſtring 1s ta- 
ken out of their backs, are Delicacies 3 
and fo 1s this Death. The Waters of Ma- 
rah were {weet, a very Aga Mirabilis, when 
the Tree was caſt in; fo 1s this Death with 
the Croſs of Chriſt in 1t. Telephus his Ene- 
mes Dart did but open his Impoſthume ; 
and gave him a deſired Cure, not a feared 
Wound ; fo doth always this Death. Moſt 
truly therefore of this Death it 1s ſaid, 7o 
Dre 5 gain. It isonly of the Wicked God 
faith, Death ſhall feed on them, Pſal. 49. 14. 
Very contrarily it is maintained by the 
Holy Pſalmiſt, as well concerning himſelf 
the Type, as concerning Chriſt the Anti- 
type; that in Scheol, in the ſtate of Death, 
God would nt ieave his Soul or Body, or ſut- 
fer either to do amiſs, and otherwiſe than 
well, P/al. 16. And indeed if fo, Chriſt's 
word 1s literally moſt true: The Servant of 
God, tho' Dead, is Alive, Jo. 11. 25. He 
muſt be Alive, whomſoever God doth not 
eave, nor ſuffer to ſee Corruption. ire 
wit 
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will be unto them, the ſame, whatever he 
was before. According to the holy conti- 
dence of the Apoſtle, that Death which 
parted Soul and Body from each other, 
ſhould not be able to ſeparate either of them 
from God's Love, which Love is Life, and 
better thanLife, Rom. 8. 38, 39. Wherefore 
to call a good Man's Death, but only an 
end of ſorrows, a Debt and a Tribute to 
Nature, Ec. 1s fitter for Epi&tetus, Seneca, 
Mar. Antoninus, than Chriſtians. 

Particularly, then, may theſe four aſler- 
tions be entertained, 'ti}] good reafon be 
tound for the contrary. Whereas the Souls 
of Believers, do, at their Death, inmedi- 
ately paſs into Glory, we have juſt ground 
to believe, and the Lord increaſe our Faith 5 
of theſe things touching their Bodies. 

1. The dead Bodies of God's Servants ao 
ſirll retain their bleſſed Relation unto Him. 
They, as well as the Souls, were his, and 
by him Juſtified, Adopted and Sanctified, 
while Living : and fo they are ſt1:1. Whar ? 
are our Children leſs a Kin to us when A- 
ſleep, than while Awake? No, nor are 
God's Children and Servants leis related to 
him when Dead than Alive. What ſhould 
make them leſs ſo? He was the Father of 

E—2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt in the Ghaſtly-Grave, az much as 1n 
the Tran{tiguration-Mount. And as he dealt 
with our Head, he will deal with us; Ne- 
ver L.caveus, He s net the God of the Dead, 
the utterly Dead ani Forſaken. But he 1s 
the God of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob; of 
their Souls, yea and of every duſt of their 
Bodies. He ts the God of the Laving ;, of their 
Souls and Bodies, whoſe undiflolved Rela- 
tion to him 1s true Lite. 

2. The dead Bodies of God's Servants have 
ſtill God's Acknowledgment of therr bleſſed Re- 
lation to him. They have ſo, as truly as their 
Souls have. Their Bodies are their only 
Sleeping parts; and how are they ſaid to 
Sleep but in Jeſus; their Union remains 1n 
death, and is by the Holy Ghoſt publiſhed 
io to do, 1 Thef. 4. 14. 

3. The dead Bodies of Gods Servants have 
a verymcreaſe of God's Aﬀettion towards them. 
It's not the leſs obſervable, becauſe it 1s fo 
little obſerved ; that, we may warrantably 
ſay,a Chriſtian's giving up the Ghoſt 1s the 
novleſt Sacrifice incomparably, that ever nie 
offers to his God. When he lays down his 
Lite, God not taking it from him againſt, or 
without his Will ; he does unſpeakably 
pleaſe God. And, as our Saviour faid, There- 


fore 
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ds! fore doth my Father love me, becauſe lay 
alels down my Life, John 10. 17, So may it be 
iy ſaid of ſuch an one. Therefore doth God 
Love him ; Love his Soul and Body ; be- 
cauſe he lays down his Life. Becauſe at Gods 
call, his Soul comes out of his Body, es free- 
ly, as the Body will come out of the very 
Grave, at the found of the trump of the 
Archangel, Becaule he lays down the Bo- 
dy and goes to the grave, as contentedly 
at God's command, as our Children put 
off their Cloaths, and go in Fed when we 
require ! 
their miſtakes great, ascommon as tis; 
who imagine, that indeed, (tho” 1t deſerves 
it not,) God takes 1t moſt kindly, and re- 
wards 1t moſt honourably, when any die 
at a Stake for him ; but not {o, when they 
die on aFeather-bed. It ſhould be con{idered, 
that it 1s Faith, Hope, and Love, joyntly 
exerciſed, by which thro Chriſt we do glo- 
ritie God. And theſe may be, and are often 
exerciſed on a Bed as much as at a Stake 3 
in a Friends arms as in an Executioners. 
Nor are they lo at any time, but God 1s ful- 
ly as much Honoured and as well Pleaſed 3 
and will fee that they ſhall be as richly re- 
warded. Chriſtian, thou ſhalt have an 
C 2 equal 
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equal crown of Divine Praiſe, 1f thus thou 
Zeparteſt hence ; whether thy laſt breath 
be drawn i1nS;z:thfeld,or in thy Chamber, Tis 
not the Occafron- of Death, the Form or the 
Place, but the Faith, the Hope and the 
Zove, that makes the beloved Marti r, Of 
the Duſt of ſuch as die in exerciſes thereof; 
of ſuch as like their Saviour, are Wbearent to 
he Death; ſuch as fay with old Ijrael, Behold 
{ aze , ſuch whole Hearts do utter St. Pants 
words, I am ready to be offered ap or Hila- 
r1on's famed ones ; What feareſt thou my Soul? 
Come out of thy Clay-houſe at thy Majters call : 
Of ſuch Volunteersin Death, aſſuredly od 
faith; This is beloved Duſt in which I am 
well-pleaſed ! this 1s duſt in which I will 
ve glorihed. __ 

4. The dead Bodres of God's Servants have 
alſo the Operation of God continued for them. 
While Living, God and Chriſt took care 
of them ; yea, and ſtill work they for them. 
The Darkneſs of the grave, hides not from 
God ; the Rottenneſs and Stench drive not 
him away. No,heis there at work as incel- 
fantly to drive awayCorruption,an 1 reſcue 
from the power of the Grave; as ever here- 
tofore he was,to guard againſt any enemies 


above the ground. Nor ſeems it ty: 
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ble, what hath been anciently thought ; 
that God ſets Holy Angels to watch over 
his Saints dead Bodies, as well as Living. 
Makes Cherubims Overſeers of their poor- 
eſt Duſt. It's exprefly ſaid, they muſt be 
the Golle&tors, and Gather them at the - lait 
day, Mark 13. 27. And we may be moft 
certain, in whatever ways 1t be; ſo good 
a Maſter 1s our God, that he will not fail to 
viſit his Servants in the Grave-priſon ; to 
do all they have deſired of him ; yea, and 
more of his royal bounty. 


Application. 


Funeral Sermons are Double ones.; in 
them the Dead Servant of God ſpeaks to 
you as well as the Living one. And from 
them, more than from any, 1s expected the 
Fruit to be deiired in all. This fruit I ſhall 
unfaintingly expect, if what I earneſtly 1n- 
treat, you go ask your ſelves ; and reſt not 
till you have your hearts juſt Anſwers, to 
theſe three Interrogatories. 

Inter. 1. Aml1 to this day a very Servant of 
God? What am I ? I muſt not think to 1m- 
poſe upon God as Facob upon old Iſaac. No, 
he will ſurely Feel me and Find me a De- 
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cerver; and I ſhall bring a Curſe and not 
a Blefling on me, if, under the moſt ſpect- 
ous Frofeflion, Tam not his very Servant. 
Thuslet each ſay, and without ceaſing till 
he can reply, ** Yea but I am Go!s very 
« Servant. Well, know how I CAME in- 
to his Service ; and Ican anſwer if asked, 
how | BEHAVE my ſelf in it > Briefly 
tor Entrance, thns ; 

Firſt, God opened my Ear, and 1 HE ARD 
bs Dottrine. What I was to Believe con- 
cerning - 1m; and what Duty he required 
of me, that I might eſcape his Wreth and 
Curſe laying on me. Naturaliſts ſay, Swine 
are quick of * earing. I am ſure,God tound 
not me fo. Never was Adder io deaf to a 
Charmer, as L to every Mouth that God 
ſpeak by; Parents, Maſters, Miniſters 
Mouths, and my Conſciences. But, bleſſed 
be Free-Grace ! this I know, that, whereas 
I was Peat, 1 was madeto Hear; and to 
Love to Hear God's word, concerning my 
Miſery and my Remedy; and to wiſh my 
ſelf a more hearing Ear for its fake ; and, 
:----Faith came by Hearing, Rom. 1c. 17. 

Secondly, God turned my Heart, and 1 
THOUGHT of his Dottrine. Night and 
Day, at Home and Abroad, Alone and 1n 
PROS | Company, 
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Company, it followed me Of a perfe&t 
Stranger, 1t became in my minda conſtant 
Lodger. Sadly 1 remember, how little I 
had uſed, or could endure, to remember 1t; 
Hating 1t,as Prophecying evil and not good 
to contemners of God, But, ſo it was, that 
the Tide was turned : and then the Do- 
Grine of God, the Myſtery of Chrift, and 
the Laws of his Kingdom, of Strangers 
were made Iindwellers, of moſt Loathed, 
beſt Beloved Gueſts in my Heart. Of them 
I Meditated, Day and Night; of what I 
knew of them. As the Plalmuſt,--- I Thought 
ere I Turned, Plal. 119. 

Thirdly, God ſhewed me my Enemies 1n 
their Colours, and | ABFURED them accord- 
ing to his Do&trine. With Lamentation of 
my paſt Love, <ervice, and very Pride of 
them ; with Invocation of help from Hea- 
ven to perform my word, I entred into a 
Vow and Oath never more to Love, but 
for ever to Loath them. Namely, all Un- 
righteouſneſs, and Truft in my own Righ- 
teouſneſs; Truſt 1n it as for any the leaſt 
part of Satisfaction for my Sins, or of Me- 
rit of any good thing from God. As E- 
phraim, 1 ſaid moſt ſolemnly --- What have 
1 to do with Idols © Hol. 14. 8. 

A. God 
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"4. God gave me to ſee his Titles to me, anda 
I SWORE unto him, according to his Do- 
Etrme. Arraigning, Judging and Condemn- 
ing my ſelf, for leaving the Lord, my fo 
rightful Maſter, and only Felicitating Por- 
tion ; Deprecating his Wrath and Venge- 
ance ; Begging his Acceptation ; Intreating 


his holy Spirits Inhabitation and Victort- 


ous Affiftance 5 and Bleiting him for his 
Call unto him, and for a Heart to comply 
with his Call ; I ſolemnly and exprefly re- 
newed my Baptiſmal Covenant, on my 
Knees. ----/ joined my Self to the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt in that Covenant never to be 
forgotten, Jer. 50.5. 

5. God made me to feel the weight of my 
Covenant-bonds, and I RESOLFVED to Perſe- 
vere accordmp to his Docirine. 1 Reloivd, 
tho' the Fleſh were ever {ſo much atled, and 
tho' the World killed me, I would ſerve 
God as I had ſworn. Yea, and that, tho' He 
himſelf ſhould ſlay me, 7 would Truſt him, as 
I had Sworn. My Oati to God was not 
made without this purpoſe, nor was 1t 
forſaken by it. My After-cry was, --- I have 
Sworn and I will Perform, Pial. 119. 

6. God taught me the need of Knowledge, 
the neceſſity of ſeeking, the certainty of Seeker s 

| | find- 
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finding 5 and I SLARGHED for tt according 
to bis Doftrine. Having Sworn to my Ma- 
ſter ; and Reſolved, being Bound, to Obey ; 
I dared not for my Life to lay by my Bible, 
or but ſeldom take it in hand, as tho'I had 
now learned out of it all I needed. No, 
but now, fo as never 1n my Lite beiore, I 
telt my need of Knowledge 1n order to Q- 
bedience; my need of God's Ordinan- 
ces in order to both. I could not truft that 
ſhort way to Duty and Glory, which fome 
high flown Profeſſors ſeem to think as ſafe 
as eaſy. Comforted I was greatly, with 
God's ſecurity given that my Labour 
ſhould not be in vain. But convinced [ 
was throughly, that to Work I mult, and 
be Doings or be Undone, and perith for 
want of Knowledge. In pain was I; in 
great pain, to know more than as yet I 
knew of the Council of God. But eſpecial- 
ly, more clearly and impreflively to know 
what I knew already. Wheretore, I turn- 
ed a diligent ſeeker and ſearcher after it, 
in the uſe of Gods appointed means. 
Praying inceſſantly as Moſes, --- I beſeech 
thee ſhew me thy Glory! And as the Pſal- 
miſt, ---- Open thou mine Eyes : Grve me Wn- 
derſtandjng and I ſhall Live ! Plal. 119. 
PROT 7. God 
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7. God ſirengthened me, and I BEGAN, to 
abhor all known Sin, aud to follow all known 
Duty, according to his DeEirine. Actually I 
began to Deteſt and Depart from all fin, + 
and watchtully to Abſtain from Occations 
and 4ppearances of it. } o Retiſt all i emp- 
tations, to Act all Graces, to Perform all 
Daties, Attend all Ordinances, Improve all 
Providences. t hus thro the Divine Grace, 
-.-[ entred the ſtrait Gate, Matth. 7. 

Now, for my Behaviour in the Service 
of God; * will fay as in his fight, and in 
his holy fear, thcie Qualities it hath, which 
I ſuppoſe no Hypocrites to have. | ruly, tho 
imperfe&ly, theſe my Converſation hath. 

1. Wiſdom. Hypocrites are Fools, and 
their Life is Folly. My Heart and my 
Walk 15 Wiſe. For Wiſdom retpects Ends 
and Means ; but no Angel in k.eaven aims 
at an higher Fnd than God has brought 
me to aim at. Angels aim at his Glory, and 
ſodoI. As for means they takeno better 
than God counſelleth and commandeth ; 
and the very ſame do I daily uſe. As to 
TRUTH underſtand me ſtill, tho 1am 
loweſt in DEGREE ; Iavalk Wiſely, Eph. 5. 

2. Dilgence. From, or in Duty, every 
wicked Servant is Slothful., My Life 

So RE _ 
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ſþends it {elf in Labour of Mind and Body. 
My Endeavour 1s to Aboard alfo, in the 
work of the Lord. Whois my witneſs, 
that his work 1s as truly my Employment 
as my Concernment. And I do not fo 
ſtrain my Nerves in any work as his. By 
my heart's allowance, I am ſure i am not 
Slothful, in his buſineſs. Aor offer I what 
coſts nothing. 

3. Temperance. No Formalift 1s truly 
Moderate in the defire and uſe of outward 
> enjoyments. Only a Paul can beat down 
his Body ; only a Servant of God acted by 
the Spirit of God. Even Solomon's unruly 
Body beat down his Soul. And fo did 4- 
dam's give him the Fall. But I have ob- 
tained mercy to be Temperate. It is by 
Divine Rule that I Eat, Drink, Sleep, and 
Recreate me. 

4. Patience. Falſe Hearts, cannot bear 
the frowns of the World's Face ; nor be 
Dumb,under God's Rod. It is a true heart- 
ed Servant that bears both blows abroad 
for his Maſter, and at home from his Maſter, 
and yet cleaves to him. But thus doT ; thus 
doth the Grace of God in me ; thus the 
Love, which hoping all good things in the 
End, Endureth all Evil things in the way. 


The 
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The Wiſdom that I lack I ask of God, and 
Pray that my Patience may have 1ts perfett 
Work, Jam. 1. 4, 5: 

5.Thankfulneſs.Ulnſound Chriſtians do but 
ſay, God be Thanked: And not that 1t ſelf, 
for every Mercy. The Unholy are in heart 
and lite Unthankful. But in all Conditions, 
and for all Mercies, Poſitive and Negative, 
I am Thankful. Even for /Vew-Moons, and 
the firft and leaſt Dawnings of them. All 
I get by Prayer, I give back 1in Praiſe. 
Praifing is all the Work of Heaven; and 
I am fure 'tis a huge part of mine on the 
Earth. When my Condition 1s worſt, I am 
wondring and Prailing God that 'tts not 
worſer. I do, In all things give Thanks, and 
continually offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe, Phil. 4. 
Heb. 1 2. 

6. Amplitude. There 15 no Unregenerate 
Soul alive, but what 1s Partial in God's 
Law. Unerring truth aflures me, I ſhall 
never be ſhamefully caſhiered, but honou- 
rably received as a good and faithful Ser- 
vant, if I reſpe all my Lords Gom- 
mandmeuts. But this I do; and tho 
I cannot boaſt I keep all or any one per- 
feftiy; yet I will maintain it, I deſire 


and I endeavour, even ſo to keep all. 
| The 
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The Divine Commands are e xceedzng 
Broad, and my Regard to the ſame is 
no: Narrow. What I do ſtrive to do, 

4 1s whatſoever Chriſt hath Commanded. 
Mtg Hitherto I labour to make my Obedience 
Wai come, tho' no farther. I conſider my 
Nauk ſelf as a Debtor to the whole Goſpel to Obey 
IN ze, Gal. 5. 3. Secret Duties are as Cer- 
tain with me as Publick. 

7. Confinement, Drones, are generally 
Buſie-bodies ; and the moſt Negltgent 
Creatures, the moſt Pragmatical. Lit- 
tle leſs forward to do what they are not 
called unto, than backward to do what 
they are commanded. Grace hath made 
my walk more wiſe. Daily I look to 
it, that what I go about be what is 
Required, and what is at my hands 
Required, A Duty, and my Duty. 
My Perſona] or Relative one. TI can ex- 
/ pect no bleſſing on ought that I do, 
\ More than what 15 unto me given to 
ij do. It rings in my ears, Thox ſhalt do 
; all that thou haſt to do. And I forget 

y. not my Saviours Glorious Words ; 1 b2ve 
neg finſbed: the work that THO # gaveſt ME 

"| F0 ao ; Toh. 17. | 
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8. Love. Conſider God, as Holy in 
himſelf, and as moſt Wiſe, and Juſt, (tho' 
Fatherly, and Gracious) Ruler, Lawgiver, 
and Jud-e to Men; and it may be truly 
ſaid to all Sinners, Non have not the 
{ove of God in you. Their inward wiſhes 
are, O that there were no God ! or at 
leaſt, (which 1s the ſame ineffect,) O that 
there were no SUCH God ! tut, He 
Knoweth all things, and He Knoweth 
that J love Him! And its the greateſt 
ſhame I have, and bittereſt Quarrel 
which I ever have with my ſelf, that I 
can Love him no more! It I know my 
heart, I do Love nothing but Himſelf; 
or more than for his ſake. 

g. Brotherly-Kindneſs, He that loveth not 
his Brother and Fellow-Servant, knoweth 
not God,and he that loveth not God,loveth 
not them. No, but Envieth Supertours, de- 
{ipiſeth Inferiours, and ſuſpe&eth Equals. 
Now, thro' the grace of God, I can appeal 
to God and his Servants, whether I do not 
love all of them ; the Religious with a Love 
of Honour, the Sinful with a Love of 
Pity, the Injurious with a Love of Par- 
don. Conſcience I make of adding, to 
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Godlineſs Brotherly-kiudneſs, and to Brother 
Ly-kandneſs Charity, 2 Pet. 1. 7. 

' to, Humility, All Bad men doeither 
Think themſelves to be Good; or, at 
leaſt, they long to be thought fo, by 
others. None do fuit their ſpeech and 
their Behaviour, to the meananeſs of their 
place and worth. tut I ever bear in 
mind that I am a Creature, and that I 
am a Sinner. And herewith, God above, 
and my own Heart within,and my Friends 
all round me, know, how I am Humbled. 
How much I. am of his mind that pro- 
feſled, he would rather be the worſt thing 
that was Humble, than the beſt thin 
that was Proud. An Humble Devil than 
a Proud Angel, as his own Lip expreſled 
it. I know not what I do, if every day 


I do not Abhoy my ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes, 
Job 42. 6. 

11. Repentance. Whether any Uncon- 
verted man do Repent. as daily as he doth 
Sin, let the wiſe Judge. But it's a Re- 
penting Soul of mine, on which the Sun 
" riſes, ſhines, and ſets. Daily 1 loath my 

felf for my fins ; daily 1 Turn from them; 
daily I Turn to God in Chriſt. Nordolet- 
ther, Ask or ſo much as Deſire apart,what I 
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ask together, Repentance and RKemuſjion of 
fins, Luke 24. 47. 

12. Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Of the Ur- 
juſt, it's ſure, none do Live by this Faith. 
This Faith, without which, all Virtues 
be but gliſtring ſins. This Faith, into 
which all Obedience muſt be added ; and 
by which it muſt be animated. Which 
Dr. Hanimond well nameth the Mother, 
and very Soul of all Obedience; afhrming, 
that 1t's want turneth all we do into Sin. 
As to thisI can fay, and call my Supream 
Fudge to be my Witneſs, I hve by the 
Faith of the Son of God, Gal. 2.20. 

Sirs, go ask and try, and reſt not till 
you have brought your Trials to this 
ilue. O do not live and dye, hovering 
11 Uncertainty ! The Uncertainty that 
Keeps carnal wretches from preſent Selt- 
condemnation ; and Keeps indiſcreet Chri- 
ſtians from paſſing the Sentence of Abſo- 
iution on themſelves. And from ſ{hout- 
ing forth their double and treble afievera- 
tions, with the man of Gods own - Heart; 
O Lord, truly I am thy Servant, I am thy 
Servant, the Son of thy handmard, thou haſt 
looſed my Bonds, Pſal. x16. 16, The next 
Interrogatory 15 this 3 

inter. 2, 
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Inter. 2. Am I a Servant. of God duly 
recerving and improving his Acknowlede- 
ments > Do I underſtand them compe- 
tently * Do I Value and Accept them 
worthily ; and do I Convert them into 
Pleas with God, when I Pray to him 
for Mercy ; and into Plea's with my 
Soul, when 1 Preach to 1t and preſs it un- 
to Duty ? Hear this, Oh ! ye that are the 
very Servants of God ! Nor reſt ye, till 
you can ſay thus : 


1. I have by me the Texts, in which God, 
more plainly than in others, Acknowledgeth 
ſuch as I am, to be hs Accepted Servants, 


Such Texts moſt carefully have 1 Gather- 
ed; moſt diligently have I Studied; and 
by Reading, and by Conſulting men of 
God, and by Praying to God, have 1 
laboured to get their right Senſe and 
Meaning 3 yes, and moſt conſtantly have 
I repaired to them on all occaſttons; as 
ſuſpected Heirs do unto their beſt Evi- 
dences. 


2. Thave truly Opened my Heart and made 
Known my Lite to Minifters, Stewards of 
EE God's 
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God's Houſyold ; and from them, as from j15 
Stewards, I have comfortably recerved his 
Teſtimony, hat he 15 my Maſter, aud I am 
hu Servant. By them I have been Te- 
clared ſuch, Received as ſuch, and Blefled 
in his name as fuch And a plad 
thought it has been often to me; that, 
certainly I am Gods Seryant accepted, 
unleſs very Eminent Stewards of his be 
much deceived. Deceived in Him, or 
in Me, or in Both. 


3. 1 have obſerved Works of God 


wrought am me, and Works of his wrought 


for me, which I am aſſured he never works 
im any IHypocrite, and for him; and by 
them, as by ſo many Teſtitmontals given, I 
have beeen perſuraded that he s my wery 
Aaſier, and 1 am his very Servant. And, 
Oh! blefled be God my Maſter for the 
Joly Scripture-Word ; for the Mint- 
firy thereof by Earthen Veflels, and 
by dazhng Angels; for his Graces im- 
planted and made to bear fruit in me ; 
and ior his Returns to my Prayer in 
a thouſand times of need ! 


1he 
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The concluding Interrogatory now 
claims Attention ; 


Inter. 3. 4m I an 'Acknowledged Servant 
of God, that daily Expects Death, and that 
ſame Death, which God giveth his Sex- 
vants expectation of © Enquire thus, and 
get able to ſay, each of you ; 


1. Death 1s no Stranger im my Thoughts. 
It comes often into them, 1t ſtayes long 
in them. Often am I feign to call 
Death into my Thoughts, to bring 
Life into my Aﬀections, and Livelineſs 
into my Actions. Always I account my 


ſelf to live Madly- when I die -not 
Daily. | 


2. My Thoughts of Death, are Opera- 
tive. |\rouble they workx to one .part 
of me; Comfort to another. AS 
choughts of the Curting off a Gangrened 
Arm, do together Solace our Reafon and 
Terrifie Senſe. tHowever, by the need- 
ful mixture of Sweet and Bitter, they 
ſet me to my Labour. No better Oil 
to my Wheels, than thoſe Hopes and 
Fears. Like other Day-labourers, I ply 
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my Work when I think of approaching 
TT For, 


3. The Death I look for 1s a very Reſt. 
A Reft in nobleft ſenſe; Reſt from all 
that's grievous, and Reſt in all tnat's 
glorious. 4A Death with Hope 1n it, and 
a Death with very Lite in it. Death 
incieed it 15; a Lion, 1n appearance, 
devouring : | Put a Lion it 1s, 1n 
truth, that ſwallows me not up with 
its Mouth. No, but, as in the Old 
Parable , it's an Eater out of which 
cometh: Meat ; -and that Meat, Honey 
it felf , - the Sweeteſt. This 1s the 
Deatly our Heavenly Maſter ſends for 
us, and WE will look for no ©- 
ther. 


Inflirueiiwve Memorials, and Motive. 
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As warrantably as of any of our Ltv- 
ing Friends we may conclude of our now 
Departed one ; that ſhe was ſuch a Ser- 
vant of God, had ſuch his Acknowledg- 
ment, and Died ſuch a Death, as hath 
been deſcribed, Whereof I would Keep 
Slence, but that I know 1t would bean 

| Offence 
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Offence unto God and an Injury unto you- 
Being well aware, how little the Stars in 
Glory do need our true Praiſes ; and how 
much they do hate our Flatteries 3 as 
their God and ours doth. To depart as 
far as I may from all ſhadow of that ab- 
horred Sin, I religiouſly Promiſe that no 
word ſhall be ſaid in her Praiſe, which I have 
not thought tending unto your Profit. The 
heads of my diſcourſe concernins her, ſhall 
be her, excellently atteſted, 


I. Converſion. 
2. Converſation. 
2. Concluſion. 


1. Of her Converſron, T ſay but this: 
AS 1t will by and by appear Clear as the 
Sun, it was very Early in the Morning. 
From her Cradle, ſhe was inſtructed in 
the Goſpel ; being bleft with Parents who 
Adorned, as well as Profel-  .,.:, 
ſed it. And Soveraign Grace and Mrs. Eli- 
by that firſt means, lopt her _ Brag- 
off from the wild Olive, and ; 
ingrafted her into the true Vine. An 
ineſtimable Blefling ! From whence God 
hath greateſt Honour, the Subject great- 
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eſt Gain. the Parents greateſt -Joy ! A” 
mend your ways, O Negligent Parents * 

Raiſe your hopes, O Diligent ones, that 
hear this! The Firſt means of Grace, 
before capacity of the publick Miniftry, 
is Parents Domcftick Miniſtry. - And 
wo will one day be theirs, that ,Starve 
God's Children at Nurſe. 


2. Her Converſation muſt have more ſaid 
of 1t. This was not, as her Gonver/zon, 
done in Secret, or, as that, was wrought 
in an inſtant. Rarely reſplendent this was, 
with Gifts, the elegant Hapdmaids to 
Grace ; with Graces, the ſweet Springs 
of Duty, and with Duties, the beautiful 
Daughters and Nurſes of Graces. - To 
which 1 may add, Succeſſes and 1 rophies, 
the Crown of ail the Three. 


1. Her Gifts, were Rich, yea Noble. 
Had not divine glory, but ſecular, been 
her ambition, they were big and bright 
enough to have made her name as great 
as Orimda's, and the few other admired 
Sophronia's of our Age. So muſt they 
we to whom were known her quick 
Apprehenfion ; faſt Memory ; deep Judg- 

ment 3 
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ment z and moit ſweet and fluent Ex- 
preſton, that irrefiſtable diſcovery of her 
concealed Learning and . Reading. By 
 which-1s to be ſeen, (whatever 1s brayed 
to the contrary by Atheiſtical Wits, J 
that All wiſdom 1s not lodged 1n Serpents, 
all ſubtlety in Foxes, all Sharp lighted 
neſs in Spiders, all Eximious parts 1n 
impure &« reatures. No, but there are 
found in the moſt religions Heads the 
richeſt of all thoſe Pearls. And as we 
have next to fee, they have 1ncompara- 
bly richer. 


2, Her Graces were conlpicuous. They 
needed to be ſo, which had the foreſaid 
Gifts to Govern and Employ. And, in 
the go0d pleaſure of the Lord, they were 
lo, to an equal Eminence. Nothing 
greater hath St. Jerome in the praile of 
his Marcella, Bleſilla, or Paulima; nothing 
greater hath Mazzianzen ſaid of the Piety 
of his venerated Gorgonia, than I might 
affirm concerning our Dorothea, But I 
ſhall nor run out, as it were eaſe, into 
their Prolixity. Having for my Sub- 
ject one who was together a Zealous Ma. 


ry, and Provident Mariha, and Blame- 
' leſs 
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leſs El:;zabeth. I have as many Vouchers, 
I ſuppoſe, as ſhe had Godly Acquain- 
tants, for that winch 1 ſhall ſay. She ex- 
celled in theſe particulars, which are Com- 
prehenive. 


Her Faith, was the moſt Precious. The 
whole Word of God 1t received, and as 
His. The whole Chriſt of God it recetv- 
ed, and with the whole Heart. With 
the whole Heart ſurely, if we may judge 
by Fruits. A Faith it was, that Con- 
quered the World; Overcame the Dewt, 
and (QQuenched his Darts; Gave joy :n God, 
in Doing his Will; and in Bearing 
it alſo. As the Royal Preacher ſpeaks, 
it was a Tower of Ivory; Ivory for Pu- 
rity, a Tower for Viſibility. No Antt- 
chriſhan one, no Antinomian. A migh- 


ty working One, anda mighty Renovncer 
of Works. 


Her Hope, was the moſt Purify;ng one. 
As Univerſal as the word of Promiſe ; 
and- Attrative of her practical regards 
to the whole Word of Precept. In every 
Storm this Grace was her Anchor, in 
every War her Shield, in every mm. oy 
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Reſt, and every Day her Joy. Herein 
ſhe inſtantly ſerved her God, hereby was 
Diligence made her delight, and Patience 
her Pleaſure. This lovely Grace in her 
Soul, was as Mount Carme!, both Firm 
and Fruntful. 


Her Love of God, was the moſt Pratts- 
cal, Not the Airy one, that conſiſts 1n 


m_ lofty Profefſions, and other blaſts of Va- 


nity. But the Evangelical, which fol- 
lows hard after God in holy Duties, and 
| Reſts ſweetly in his love by holy Medita- 
tions and Hopes. Not Linſtable as Wa- 
ter ; bur ſtrong as Death, and victorious 


over Terrors ani Blanduſhments. 


Her Sincerity was the moſt Godly. This 
Her Grzrdle of Truth, as it's ſtiled by the 
Holy Ghoſt, was-moſt richly embroider- 
ed. Whereby it became too bright to 
be queſtioned; as Cloudy Diamonds are 
ſometimes ſaſpe&ted to be but Br:ſtol-ſtones. 
All that beheld her Converſation conclud- 
ed without doubt, that ſhe was an I/rael:te 
without gxile., By which means ſhe was 
brought as near as any .of ſerious Religt- 
on, to being ſpoke well of by all z even 
; the Irrel1gions, Her 


(52) 

Her Fnowledge had exquiſite Temperance 
added to it. There have been '6f old, and 
there {ſwarm among us ſtill, perſons of 
exceilent Knowledge, whom intemperance 
betrayeth into innumerable ſhames. But 
her Victory was rare ; and 1ncurred the 
obſervation of all, that Knew her mea- 
ſures of Food and Sleep. Peitde do- 
ing of good, no Recreation of hers have 
I heard of. 


Her Love of the Church of God had 3ts 
Properties, Holy and Catholick Her Com- 
paſſhon toward Sinners was truly ſo, and 
variouſly demonſtrated. And no leſs her 
Complacence . in Saints. Too well ſhe 
Knew Charity to be an Active thing, to 
dream that ſaying, Be you Warmedor Filled, 
was an Holy exerciſe of it. And better 
ſhe underſtood the Goſpel, than to concelt 
that any pureſt Part of the Church was 
the whole of 1t. Her Heart was therefore 


ev=<r ready to terve all in LOVE, whom 


ſhe di{ceri12d to Love and Serve her $Sa- 
VIOUT. 


Her Zeal had bol Viotence, and was Con- 
ſtant as the Fire m old time on the. Altar. 


.. Who: 
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Who ever knew her Liſtleſs, or but little 
Concerned, for that wherein Religion 
was at. all Concerned ? Or whom ever 
knew you ſtir faſter 1n any fervice for 
it within her Power ? 'Her private Agonies 
were more than ſhe would diſcloſe, but 
eſcaped not all notice. 'Agonies thro' con- 
cernment for the. Souls of her Friends. 
And as for her Joys, (Logax Res Þ[ ati- 
tia,) ſhe could leſs hide them. What Ex- 
iences of them have l feen, at the news 
of any Frodigal s Return home to his 
Father > Or of ſo much as the Hopes of 
his R=<turn. Such I have more than once 
ſeen in her, as I have rot once ſeen in 
many a laudable Chriſtian. 


I ſhall wave the Conſideration of other 
Diadems in her Spiritual Crown ; which 
will be legible enongh in the Little that 
15 next to be ſaid concerning her Duties. 


3. Her Duties were admirable for 
both Number and : Order. By which 
it appears, that of her Graces no one 
was Barren , or Miſcarrying. I will la- 
bour by Method to help your Me- 
mory, becauſe I would that what 1s faid 
ſhould become vour Practice, With 
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* With reſpe&t to Times, of Firſt-table 
of Duties ; 


1. God had conſtantly her Morning Sa- 
erifice. She awaked to be with Him, as 
ſome read, Pſal. 129. She Viſited firſt 
her Father 1n Heaven. 


2. God had her walk with Him, all the 
Day. She was all day lons in the fear 
of the Lord, ſhe walked up and down 
10 his Name, every Day; and who kept 
more holily the Lord 's-Day © Who more 
cheerfully haſtned to his Houſe? Who 
more frequently attended at his Holy 
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3. God had always her Evening Sexr- 
wice. Nor did ſhe offer him what coſt 
her nothing ; She Read in Reading, Pray- 
ed in Praying, and ſpent Spirits 1n Me- 
ditating; which will be Glory in the day 
of her accounts. 


With reipe& to Places. 


1. God had her Gloſet Worſhip. The 
Floor thereof was Holy Ground, and 


Conſecrated ; 1t was a very Temple. 
2. God 
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2. God had her FamilyWorſhip. Her. 
Soul could not have born the Houſe, had. 
it not been a little Church. And all the 
Houſhold could fee, ſhe leſs rejoyced in 


the Meals made, than in tie Worſhip of- 
fered therein. 


3. God had her Publick Worſhip. None 
more loved his Fublick Santtuary ; none 
more conſtantly attended therein, or 
more delightfully, and reverently. 


With refpe&t to Second-Table-Duties, 
towards all Perſons, it muſt be ſaid ; 


Ii. She was moſt Reverent of Superiours. 
ſhowing that ſhe underſtood the Privi- 
ledge of Honouring and Obeying God, 
in any by him Authoriſed. To name no 
more; with what Honour, Love, and O- 


| Dedience did ſhe follow her Excellent 
tl Parents? And the Hasbaxud, the 


pleaſant 
Companion of whoſe Life ſhe wa- for 
thirteen Years; ſhe did him good and 
not evil, all her Days. Was his kielp and 


 Comiort 1n all things, his Truuble in 


none, ſave her only Obſtinacy ; wi:ch 
was 1n ſeverity toward her felf. Hereto 
| add, 
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add, the Paſtors of her Soul ; my Expe- 
rience hath told me how ſhe Valued the 
meaneſt ; and therein, how far ſhe was 
from thinking meanly of any that had ob- 
tained Mercy to be Faithful> Any of the 
Conformiſts, or of the Diflenters, as we 
muſt ſti{l expreſs our ſelves. 


2. She was moſt diligent in Endeavours to 
benefit Inferiours. A Noble Praiſe ! For, 
tho in Venerating Superiours there may 
be ſuſpicion of reward expected from 
them ; in ſe:ving of Inferiours, none 1s 
expectable but from God only. To her 
C hildren ſhe was of the beſt of Parents. 
Drefting as daily, and more elaborately, 
their Souls than Bodies. Their Bodies 
mediatel.”, their Souls with her own im- 
meciate Miniſtry. Mornings and Eve- 
nings, fpending much Time and true 
Pains therein Profeſſing 1t to be her 
choice Pleaſure. Let her Servants, thoſe 
of her own Sex, tell her Labour of 
Love to their Souls. Which I doubt 
not but they will without my bidding. 
This only wilt I ſay ; They are not ma- 
ny Mothers wio go to that expence for 
their Chiidren's Suuls, winch this blefled 

Saint 
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Saint did for her Servants. They are 
not many, unleſs the Age be better than 
I hear of With ſo {ingular a Fidelity 
did ſhe feed the little Flock of God, 
unto her committed. Such over-{ight 
aid ſhe take of them, ſuch a Pattern 
did ſhe ſhow her ſelf unto them, With 
ſuch Wiſdom did ſhe go in and out be- 
fore them. And as for the Poor, I will 


be glad for their takes, when I ſhall know 
many Mrs. Hookes. 
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Many ſo pleaſed to do good, and to Com- 
municate , Sacriftices Witiz which God 1s 
well pleaſed. Many that do fo, make Con- 
mk}, ſcience of joyning dims unto Prayers, and 

beds holy Counſels unto Alms. Many, that atrer | 
her great Example do bear in mind the 

Z aw, and credit the Prom:ſe, that they who 

T, Sow. ſhall Reap : and do accordingly efteem 
their Charity-Mony to be their beſt Seed- 
Corn, whoſe Scattering ends in Gathering. 
Nota few here preieat do very well know, 
that with her the .Baczs of the Poor, 
and Bellzes of the Himgry went for the Bank 

of- Heaven. And: that in which ſhe coulda 
moſt fearleſly truſt what ſhe had to put 

8 Out. . tut I know:not one among you, on - 
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whom hath come ſo often the Bleſſing of 
him that was ready to Periſh. 


3. She was moſt Innocently and U#ſefully 
Pleaſant to her Equals. The Laws of 
Friend{oip ſhe had excellently learnt ; 
and to the Obſervance of them, ſhc was 
by Wature diſpoſed, by Grace conſtrained, 
and by not a few Arts, or vulgar ones, 
Qualifted ; all which were improv'd by 
her Zezi and Diligence to ſerve her 
Friends. She was furniſhed with a rare 
FKxowleaze of Things, and as rare a Gom- 
mand of Words to cloath and adorn 
them ; ſhe always Delighted and Bene- 
fired, never wearied her Company. Un- 
leſs iome ſuch had invaded 1t, as her 
Wiſdom and Conſcience might require 
her to raake weary. I mean, {wherein 
ſhe was an Artiſt,) by dropping hot and 
icalding words on their indulged S1ns. 

Her Acquaintance was therefore greatly |, x 
ſought by Strangers; and not a little yy, 
Valued by all its Poſleſſors. 1 will fay |} 
no more of it, becauſe, now {ince her 
Tranſlation, I meet with no one of her 
Acquaintance whom'I find not a Trum- 
pet of her Praiſe. And Proclayning. it 
| : to 
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(59) 
to have been long their Judgment, that 
her Company was aBleſjing to every Room 
that held it. Particularly this Teſtimony 
I have ; that ſhe ever appeared as ready 
to Serve her Equals, as they could find 
themſelves to Obey their Saperioars. - 


4. Her Succeſſes of her good Works, I 
could fay much of, with preciſe Truth. 
But a word {hall ſerve. It 1s promiſed to 
the Godly, that 'Whatſoever they de 
ſhall Proſper. And a great Seal could this 
Daughter of Abraham ſet to the Divine 
Truth thereof. I will inſtance 1n one 
only reipect, but a Glor:ous one ; {he hath 
{een of the travel of her Soul 1n the Con- 
verſron of ſeveral of her Acquaintances. 
And ſcarcely ever came any into her Fa- 
|; mily,* whoſe Souls were not viltbly benett- 
ted by her Converſation. Now, 


3. Her Concluſjon you will crave to 
j know; what End ſhe made, is the Que- 
ſtion you will all make. And I will in 
| Þrief, yet in full anſwer. 


A Week or ten Days before her fatal 
+ 2 Beaver, 


( 60 ) 
Feaver, ſhe was almoſt ſtill with God, in 
neareſt Communion. As tho' (and why 
may we not ſuppole it,) ſhe had been Di- 
vinely Fore-admoniſh'd of her being to 
aſcend to Heaven 1n the Chariot of that 
Fire. 


In her ſhort Sickneſs of but eleven days, 


ſhe was very oft Delirous ; and when ſo, 
was full of words; yet in the ſame, fhe 
dropped no word of Fear, or Diſcontent, 
or any ways Culpabie. Whea her Reaſon 
returned, ſhe protefſed ſhe was willing to 
die, and ſhe believed ſhe ſhould the 
Longs had fhe poſlefled Afturance of her 
Peace with God ; and to the laſt breath 
ſhe feemed not to have loſt it. She 
Died calling on the Lord Jeſus to 
come to her, and ſmiling, as tho ſhe had 
not been denied ! 


Nor can it be thought ſhe was ſo. In 
her Health ſhe told a Miniſter of her Ac- 
quaintance, if that Lord of hers came 
then to Judgement, it ſhould be with all 
her heart. And I queſtion not, but her 
Faith and Hope had ſince that time got 
ground, and not loſt, 

I will 
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[ will here leave with you ſome par- 
ticular Words, which I preſume will be 
lo much the more Attended now, and 
Remembred for time to come. 


To you firſt, who are Related leaſt to 
this bleſſed Pattera and Example of 
Godlineſs z Conſider it well, and fay 
you as Phil. 4. 9. What we have heard 
of thee, Oh Servant of GChriſi ! we will 
do; and the God of Peace ſhail be with 
uw. You may aflure your ielves he 
will be fo, 1f through his Grace, you 
do ſo. 


To you who are Related but as 
Servants, 1 give 1n charge that you or- 
ten ſay, as Pſal. 1:9. 93. We will ne- 
ver forget the Words of our Holy Myjireſs, 
for i ve God hath @Quickned us. 
God's Words were. Her Words; and 
God's Spirit quickned us therewith, 
And we will not forget them. It ſhall 
not be ſaid, that he Religion we lear- 
ned from Her, was Buried with Her. 


To you, Deareſt Children, bleſt with - 


a Nearer Relation to this Cluld of hon - 
S 


( 62.) 

this is it I fay, Oh ! ſay you ever; fay 
and do every one of you, as Prov. 
i. 8, I will Hear the Inſtruttion of my 
Father, and not forſake the Law of my 
Mother. Your Rehgious Father will 
not fail to tell you, what Law of 
Kindneſs, (z. e. what Covenant of 
Grace,) was ever wn the Mouth of 
your bleffed Mother. Oh! Hear, Hear 
you this, and your Souls ſhall Live. 
He will ſeaſonably tell you, in what 
lenſe, your dead Mother yet ſpeaketh to 
you! 


And laſtly unto you, $7, whoſe loſs 
I think as great as the lois of a Mor- 
tal can make ; and whoſe ſorrows will 
be allowed as many grains in the bal- 
lance of the Sanctuary, as ever is allow- 
ed for the Death of a Creature: to 
you ſhall I give this Memoranadnm 
Methinks I hear her frem Heaven fſay- 
ing unto you ; and 1 would have you 
think alſo, that you hear her ſaying to 
you, as in your Saviours 
words, Fohn 14. 4. Let not 
your Heart be Diſcontented; -----Whither I 


"0 know; and the Way you. know. 
| Add 
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Add alſo, as Ferſe 28. If you Loved me you 
would Rejoyce, becauſe I goto the Father ! 


To conclude ; Every Star cannot be 
a Sun, every Ifraekte cannot be ſuch a 
Nazarite as we have imperfectly de- 
ſcribed. But 1n this, let every ſincere 
Heart encourage it elf; Bleſſed are the 
Servants, . though of fewer Talents, that 
truly wait for. their Lord: Terily 1 ſay 
unto you, faith the Truth i 5A He 
thall gird himſelf,” and. make them fit down 
to medt, and will come. forth to ſerve them : 
That 1s, he ſhall give them a Welcome 
that ſhall aftoniſh them. MA'ovam hono- 
rem & daifeant ; Grot. .1n Lute. 12. 23% 


dd. VQur Heavenly Friend, on her bed of 
Sicknok wiſhed ..that ſhe <could- Die 
Hearing the. Word as «you are. My 
| \wiſk is;. that you by Hearing may get 


to Eh and Die as _ She did ! Amen 
anc Amen + | $4 To. 1 >. 


Pale," 7 Vale ! Nos te, ordine qo Gratia 
dederi t, | Seqeniur. 
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